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Katheleen Mary Crawford Wilson

Nickname: Kathy (called Kathy below)

Birth: Born at Borgess Hospital, Kalamazoo, Ml June 14, 1948

Parents: Richard and Mary Ellen (Koontz) Crawford
Siblings: Richard Ray, Thomas, Shirley, Eileen
Married: Richard Allen Wilson

Children: Keith Allen, Michael David, Margaret Elizabeth, Aaron Paul; several miscarriages including almost

full term daughter, Shirleen

Death: January 14, 1993 at home (1728 Quaker Ave), Portage Ml

Buried: Mt. Hope Cemetery, Texas Township, Ml

Occupations: variety including homemaker, seamstress

Katheleen Mary Crawford was born en Flag Day, June 14, 1948, to
Richard and Mary Ellen (Koontz) Crawford in Borgess Hospital in
Kalamazoo, Michigan. The oldest of four surviving children
(Thomas, Shirley and Eileen), she mothered them during their lives
especially after her parents divorced. They looked to her as their
mother figure. Kathy considered herself to be a daddy's girl despite
his absence in her life. Her childhood would be scarred by abuse,
neglect, and low self-esteem.

Regret was an emotion Kathy
often spoke about. Regret at

not taking risks. Regret at life
passing her by. Regret about life
burdening her. However, her
goals were fairly simple:
motherhood and travel.

On Thursday, June 9th, 1966,
Katheleen graduated from
Kalamazoo Central High School.
The One Hundred Twenty-Fourth
Commencement, held at
Western Michigan University's
Fiedlhouse, honored 529 graduates who were listed in the
graduation program. Katheleen's dream to travel was derailed by
her mother's aneurysm, Kathy set her sights on marriage. She and
Richard (Dick) Allen Wilson would marry August 28, 1970. Dick, a
divorced father of two boys, would bring his son Keith Allen to the
marriage. A cute towhead, Kathy would adopt him. While she had
many pregnancies, only three children would be born alive: Michael
David, Margaret Elizabeth, and Aaron Paul.



Clockwise starting with upper left photo, people left to right
~Kathy, Shirley, Tom, Eileen; ~Eileen, Kathy, Shirley

~Tom, Kathy; ~HKathy, Keith (back), Mike (front) Dick,
Margaret; ~Kathy with her Grandma Margaret
~HKathy with her mom, Mary ~Kathy
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Left: Dick and Kathy with clockuwise, Mike, Keith, Peg,
Aaron

Below: Dick and Kathy with clockwise, Mike, Peg, Keith-
note the stuffed animals Grandma Mary made

Far Bottom: Keith's graduation: Dick and Kathy with
clockwise, Mike, Keith, Peg and Aaron

Kathy most enjoyed being a homemaker on the farm. Sewing, gardening, canning,
cooking, and baking were all passions she enjoyed. Cousins loved visiting as Aunt
Kathy largely gave the kids freedom to play on the farm unsuperuised.

Life was again not easy. Dick worked several different jobs, all lower paying. He

‘ mostly worked as a farmhand that provided a low pay and a house in which to live.
The family moved from the Briggs' dairy farm to the Hiestand Dairy Farm in Texas
Township. Kathy juggled motherhood and working outside the home. Most of her:
work came in lower wage jobs like being a seamstress. She was very talented and
could make anything in a pretty quick timeline.

Her children were her pride, even when she did not understand their choices. As a child
who was often overlooked, Kathy raised her only daughter to be outspoken and
strong. While these talents were often used against her in normal teenager wars, there
was a pride that her daughter would not be trampled.

During her adult years, she took some college courses where she excelled. Her artistic
talents came to the forefront especially in engineering or architectural type classes.
She was a gifted student whose talents were never fully realized. A faithful church
attendee, she relied on her faith to endure life's battles. Kathy's Bible was heavily
marked with notes and references,

In 1990, she and Dick bought their very first home on a land contract. They mouved to
Portage after living on a farm for over I8 years. Sadly, Kathy would pass away from
stomach cancer after a brief battle.
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Mary Ellen Koontz Crawford Malmgren

Nickname: Mary (called Mary Ellen below)

Birth: December 14, 1928 in Antwerp, Paulding County, Ohio

Parents: Ronald and Margaret (Bruner) Koontz

Siblings: only child

Married: Richard Ray Crawford; Neill Malmgren

Children: Katheleen Mary, Richard Ray (stillborn), Thomas Wesley, Shirley Ann, Eileen Kay
Death: October 31, 2000 at Rose Arbor Hospice, Kalamazoo, Ml

Buried: cremated and sprinkled at her Bruner grandparents' grave

Occupations: various including homemaker, waitress, seamstress

Mqry Ellen Koontz was born December 14, 1928 to Ronald and Margaret (Bruner) Koontz in Antwerp, Ohio. Her life would be filled with
family and with many struggles.

When she was four years old, her father was convicted and sentenced to twenty to thirty years in prison for kidnapping. The newspaper

articles describe the female victim (@ young mother) as being "brutally assaulted by her assailant". Ronald also robbed her male
companion. Rape was not a word commonly used, and family stories refer to it as a rape. Mary Ellen did not speak much of her father's
family but did share how hard it was growing up with the Koontz name. It was a branding of shame. Another seven years would pass
before her mother was granted a divorce for extreme cruelty. This added more shame as divorces were not common.

Mary Ellen lived most of hear early life with her Grandma Bruner who she loved dearly. A handwritten note shares "no other woman had
more love in her heart and was always there for me in all ways’, The Bruner family farm played alarge role in many of the stories Mary
Ellen would fondly tell. When her mom re-married to Fred shortly after the divorce was granted, Mary Ellen returned to live with her
mother. She also took on the task of teaching her new 12 year old step-brother, Jack, how to take care of various personal hygiene tasks.
He had never been taught these things due to his disabilities. While proud of the role she played in improving his life, sometimes
resentment came in for being the caretaker for her developmentally disabled step-brother. These competing feelings would be exhibited

at various times in her life.

Freedom was what Mary Ellen most desired. It is a common family story that she saw marriage as a way of obtaining freedom. It is
unclear if this is true. She married Richard (Dick) Crawford at the San Francisce, CA courthouse on May 5, 1947. The courthouse wedding
lines up with stories of her "running away'. Dick was stationed there during his service in the Navy (1946-1948). Thirteen months later,
daughter Katheleen was born. Fifteen months after that, she gave birth to Richard Ray Jr. who was either stillborn or died shortly after.
Son Thomas (Tom) was born in 1950, Shirley in 1952 and Eileen in 1953, Within six years, she had given birth to five children.

The marriage was rocky at best, and Mary Ellen shared stories of the physical and verbal abuse she endured. She told one story about
when Dick said he only liked her for her hair. Quickly, she cut off her hair and gave it to him. After they divorced, she remarried several
times and largely connected with abusive men. The children were also abused and deeply affected. Being a divarcee with four children in
the 50's was hard. Diverce was still a scarlet letter. When Mary Ellen could not make rent, the family would move to the next house in the
middle of the night. Survival was the focus. The photo to the left was taken early in their marriage while he was still in the Navy.

Mary Ellen finally found true love with Neill Malmgren who she married later in life. A gifted seamstress, Mary Ellen made many mittens,
scarves, blankets, quilts and dolls for her grandkids and great grandkids. Also a gifted artist, some of her drawings and paintings survive.

Losing her oldest daughter in 1993 was an emotional blow for her that weighed heavily on her. Preceded in death by Neill in 1997, she died

after a battle of cancer that ultimately spread to various organs.
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Top Left: Mary Ellen with grandchildren (I-r) Heather and Carrie Jackson,
Margaret, Mike and Keith Wilson

Middle Left: Mary Ellen and Richard with daughter Kathy around 1949,
Bottom Left: Shirley, Kathy, Mary Ellen and Eileen

Bottom Middle: Kathy (back), Eileen (front), Thomas, Shirley

Bottom Right The quilt, dolls and duck were made by Mary Ellen. The dolls
were Mar Ellen's response to the Cabbage Patch craze of the 80's. The
dark purple and green afghan was started by Kathy, Mary Ellen's oldest
daughter, and completed by Mary Ellen after Kathy's death. The white
afghan was made by Eileen, Mary Ellen's youngest daughter. Artistic

talents were strong in the women of the family.

Middle Right: Mary Ellen and Neill Malmgren
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This family photo was taken in Ohio, and is a gathering of the Bruner side of the farmily. This is
Margaret's mom's mom's family. Many generations are in this photo including Margaret Elizabeth
Bruner (great-great grandma of author) 2nd row 3rd from right; Margaret Elizabeth Koontz Uithouen
(great grandma) 2nd row far right with husband Fred Uithoven sitting in front of her; and Mary Ellen
Koontz Crawford Malmgren (grandma) last row 3rd from right standing next to husband Richard (Dick)

Crawford. Family stories share that Katheleen Mary Crawford (mom) is asleep in the house on the other
side of the window.
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Margaret Elizabeth Bruner Koontz Uithoven

Nickname: Maggie (called Maggie below)

Born: June 22, 1903 in Antwerp, Paulding County, Ohio

Parents: Harry and Margaret Elizabeth (Rafferty) Bruner

Siblings: Floyd, Verna, Laura, Elmer, Roy

Married: Ronald Clyde Koontz; Frederick Uithoven

Children: Mary Ellen Koontz

Death: December 24, 1989, nursing home in Galesburg, Ml

Buried: Mt. EverRest, Kalamazoo, Ml

Occupation: various including homemaker, cook at psychiatric hospital, seamstress

Margaret Elizabeth was born June 22, 1903 to Harry and Margaret Elizabeth (Rafferty) Bruner in Antwerp, Ohio. The youngest of six kids,
her nickname was Maggie, and she was known for having an independent streak. Family stories speak of her working in a factory and
possibly drinking when it was mare common to marry young and have children. She eventually met Ronald Koontz, and in 1928, at the
age of twenty-four, she married. It is believed she was Ronald's third wife, and he was 23 when they married.

Eleven months later, Maggie gave birth to their only child, Mary Ellen. In March of 1939 she was granted a diverce due to "extreme cruelty'.
Diverce during this time was uncommon and a bit of a scarlet letter. There are newspaper reports about the violent crimes Ronald
committed for which he was ultimately sentenced to 20-30 years in prison. Anecdotal stories have been handed down that Ronald may
have been violent with Margaret prior to their marriage, including possible rape. One can only imagine what she endured during this time.

Later in 1939, Maggie married Fred Uithoven, a widowed father of two boys ages 16 and 12. His youngest son, Jack, had significant
developmental disabilities. He required constant care, and it take a lot of training for him to live some sort of quasi-independent life.

Her daughter, Mary Ellen, described her relationship with her mother strained at times and her mother as a disciplinarian. The trauma of a
violent husband and the depression surely played into whatever tensions existed. It was also a time before the United States entered into
World War II. Add in @ new marriage and two step-sons, one of whom required great care, and it is likely a burden was placed upon Il year

old Mary Ellen's shoulders.

Maggie worked in a variety of jobs when it was uncommon for women to work. While survival and economic events likely played into it, it
is also possible that she enjoyed the freedom that working provided. She served in a number of roles including as a cook. Documents
handed down in the family and the 1940 census record show that she worked as a cook at the Kalamazoo Psychiatric Hospital. During
World War I, she volunteered in many capacities. Additionally, she was a gifted seamstress so it is likely that she brought income into the

home from those talents.

isis
ly. ThlS h Mary Ellen's grandchildren remember Maggie as "Grandma Great". She showered her great-grandchildren with individual attention and
aret EIlZGbet often hosted sleepouers. While Grandpa Uithouen could be seen as strict, Grandma Great was always willing to play cards or to watch
Loontz Uithoven the kids swim in her neighbor's pool. A common caution was "Don't drown. | can't swim." It is believed she got her nickname of Grandma
and Mary Ellen Great because her great-grandchildren thought she was great, and they also confused the concept of Great Grandma,

\and Richard (Dick)
house on the other




The origins of sit down meals and a kid's table at holiday gatherings started at Grandma Great's house. Adults sat at along table that extended
out into the dining and living room areas while the children sat in the kitchen at a round table. It was great fun, and the kids did not fee| left out.
After all, Grandma Great was a fabulous ¢ook. Her kitchen was interesting in that Grandpa Uithoven custom made it for her short stature when

he built the house. Standing barely (or less than) five feet tall, he lowered the counters and cabinets so she could easily prepare food, Maggie's
short stature was an inside family joke where she was often described as short and full of boobs.

Maggie blazed many a trail as a working mother, divorcee, and outspoken woman. When she passed after a long battle with Alzheimer's disease,
her family was grateful that she was reunited with her husband, Fred, on Christmas Euve 1989.
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T ie wi Te ht: Margaret on the bridge over Maumee
Top left: Maggie with an unknown man. Top rigl

middle: Maggie. Unknown year. Bottom right: with daughter Mary Ellen around 1929,
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Top Left: Maggie with friend Lee Ann whom she vacationed annually with
up north before marrying Fred.

Top Right: Wedding photo of Maggie and Fred, likely with their witnesses.

Bottom Left: Maggie and Fred taken on August 5, 1981, their 42nd
anniversary,

Back row: Joe Jackson (husband of Shirley), Mary Ellen, Kathy, Dick Wilson, Ruth
Crawford (wife of Tom), Tom, Eileen, Al Barette (husband of Eileen);

Front row: Carrie, Annette (back), Liz (front), Shirley, Kristin, Margaret Uithouen
holding Andrea, Mike, Margaret, Keith.

Top: Maggie is carrying the flag in the front.
Bottom Left: Maggie with the "Gray Ladies'

Bottom Right: At a booth for the Red Arrow



Top: Maggie is carrying the flag in the front. In the striped dress is Mary Ellen holding her daughter, Eileen who is 2, The other kids are hidden from view.
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w), Mary Ellen, Kathy, Dick Wilson, Ru
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Bottom Left: Maggie with the "Gray Ladies" serving refreshments at Fort Custer, Year unknown. She is the short lady facing the camera with her face down serving food.
s

Bottom Right: At a booth for the Red Arrow Auxiliary VFW 1527 Year Unknown. She is on the right.
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Top Left: in back (I-r) Kathy, Mary Ellen, Thomas Crawford; front Maggie holding Michael David Wilson and Michael James Crawford. Photo
likely taken in 1971,

Top Right: picture taken shortly after marriage to Fred Llithouen.

Bottom Left: with Fred Uithoven in the custom kitchen he made for her.

Bottom Right: with great grandsen Michael Wilson after his performance in Lil Abner.
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The Margaret Cup

The Margaret Cup was a gift to Margaret Elizabeth
Bruner in 1905 when she was two years old.
Unfortunately, information has been lost about who
gave the gift to her or why. As a young child, Margaret
Elizabeth Wilson was told by her Great Grandma
(Margaret Bruner Koontz Uithouen) that the cup goes
to the person named Margaret. Only two people named
Margaret have possessed this cup. The line was chosen
when Katheleen Crawford Wilson named her daughter
after her grandmother whom she dearly loved.

Grandma Great (Margaret Bruner Koontz Uithoven)
shared that both the Elizabeth and Margaret cups
transcend down the female line. (Story on Elizabeth cup
can be found later in the book) Often, the future line is
not known as there could be generations before one is
named Elizabeth or Margaret. It took a great grandchild
for Grandma Great to know which path the treasured
cups to take. While her own daughter, Mary Ellen (same
initials ironically) was her only child, Mary Ellen had
four children. Mary Ellen did not physically possess
either cup. The cups were transferred to Katheleen for
care when Grandma Great moved out of her home due
to Alzheimer's Disease. Upon Katheleen's death in

1993, her daughter Margaret received the cups.

Currently, there is no one in the next generations named
Margaret or Elizabeth. There is one Elisabeth in the
same generation as the current cup holder. It is unclear
the path the cups will travel. While many have
expressed interest in possessing the cups, they are all
the same generation as the current cupholder, Margaret
Elizabeth Wilson O'Brien.

Left: (I-r) Margaret
Elizabeth Rafferty Bruner;
Aunt Marie, Aunt Laura;
front: Margaret Elizabeth
Bruner Koontz Uithoven.
Photo taken in 1918

Right: (I-r) Mary Ellen,
Margaret Elizabeth
Wilson O'Brien (front),
Maggie (back), Kathy.
Photo taken around 1987,

and Michael James Crawford. Photo
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The rocking chair below was Margaret Elizabeth Rafferty
Burner's chair. It is designed for a shorter person. A short
person, likely a woman, can sit comfortably with their
feet on the floor without a need for a foot stool, The chair
passed down to Margaret Uithoven to Kathy Wilson to
Margaret O'Brien.
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Margaret Elizabeth Rafferty was born October, 9 1866 to Felix and Mary Elizabeth (Reed)
Rafferty in Ohio (likely near the City of Fremont/Sandusky Township area). She was one of
eleven children. In her mother's (Mary Elizabeth) obituary, it is stated that the family lived two
‘uner miles north of the Four Mile House. Much of the family is buried in the Four Mile Cemetery. It is
unclear when the names Margaret or Elizabeth became traditional in the family, but the
Elizabeth cup does appear to come from Mary's mother, Elizabeth, Felix's mother was named
Margaret so it is likely that this Margaret Elizabeth was named after both grandmothers.

Elizabeth married Harry Bruner in 1887, and they had six children of which three were boys
and three were girls. The youngest girl was named after her mother. While Elizabeth spent

d Infant most of her life in Ohio, it appears she and her husband moved to Indiana at some point where
he passed away. Later, she moved to Kalamazoo where two of her daughters, Verna and
Margaret, lived. Asister, Ellen, lived in Detroit. While living with Margaret, Elizabeth passed
away, and she was buried in Maumee Cemetery in Antwerp, Ohio with her husband. Some
websites and family trees incorrectly identify her under her mother's name, Mary Elizabeth.
Her tombstone reads M. Elizabeth, and census records cite her as Elizabeth. It appears that is
the name she commonly went by.

[ The photo aboue is of Elizabeth, Maggie, Mary Ellen, and Kathy.

e R




This is believed to be the family farm in Antwerp (Carryall

Township in Paulding County), Ohio. As of 2023, the farm and
barns do not appear to be standing, and the 80 acre farm

appears to be all crop fields with two lots on the corners split from
the property. A 1960's house and a storage unit occupy these
spots. The county map is below, and circled in yellow are the two
40 acre lots that were originally owned by Harry and Elizabeth
and Harry's mother, Susan, respectively.

Fond memories in Antwerp were often shared by Elizabeth
Bruner's granddaughter, Mary Ellen Koontz. The Bruner's
time in the area was relatively short lived in comparison

to the time other generations have lived in one location. At
some point, both moved here after having lived in Sandusky
since birth. Today, it appears the land is owned by
descendants of a Bruner family friend. The ancestor signed
the funeral book of Margaret Elizabeth Bruner.

& CARRYALL TOWNSIHIE =<

Taken in 1918:
Back Row (I-r): unknewn female, Elizabeth Bruner (age 52

Harry Bruner (age 56)
Front Rouw: (-1 unknown female, cousin Ruth (age 4), Uncle Roy (age 18),

Opposite Page: mom refers to Maggie Bruner Koontz Uithoven

). Uncle Chester, Aunt Laura (age 25),

cousin Marie (age 2)
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Mary Elizabeth Reed Rafferty

Nickname: Mary

Born: June 2, 1842 in Sandusky, Ohio

Parents: George Michael and Elizabeth (Overmyer) Reed
Siblings: Catherine, John, Caroline and May

Married: Felix Rafferty on August 2, 1859 3
Children: Ellen, Sarah, Emma, Hannah, Margaret, Mary, James,
Clarence, George, Oliver, Infant

Died: January 16, 1918 in Fremont, Ohio

Buried: Four Mile Cemetery, Sandusky, Ohio

Occupation: homemaker, farming

\

Mary Elizabeth Reed was one of six children born to George and Elizabeth (Overmyer) Reed. She was born June 2, 1842 in Sandusky, Ohic. A lifelong
native of Sandusky County, she married Felix Rafferty August 2, 1859. Felix was relatively new to the area, and it is unclear what brought him to
Sandusky or how they met. Her new husband came from a large family of at least nine children. During their marriage, she gave birth to eleven children.
Currently found records find 10 children including George R. who died at Il days old in 1880. The lith child and his identity has not yet been found. Felix's
obituary notes he had five sons and six daughters. Since census records have only identified three sons and six daughters, it appears the unnamed son
also died younyg like infant George.

When her husband, Felix, passed away, the headline in the paper was "Another Pioneer Answers Last Call'. Mary's obituary also described her as "an old
and respected pioneer”. She and her family lived in Sandusky prior to Felix arriving when he was 23 years of age. Felixs obituary also noted that he was
one of the builders of Salem Lutheran Church at Four-Mile House which was only two miles from her childhood home. Faith and church were clearly
important to both Mary and Felix. Farming was the family occupation, and Mary and Felix took ouer the family farm and then handed it down to son
James, and then son Oliver after James' decth.

It appears their family was very close, especially as Mary was greatly impacted by the death of her adult son, James, nearly two and a half years before
her own death. Tragically, James died in @ farming accident on the family homestead. The Fremont Daily News reported he "was killed shortly before
noon on Wednesday, when he fell from a mowing machine and suffered a broken neck” According to the paper, the mower snagged causing James to
fall backwards. This caused the reins to be pulled, thus guiding the horses to back up. The machine backed up over him. He was found later by his
brother-in-law. From all appearances, James died immediately. In the article, the newspaper notes that the death was a “severe blow! to his mother.
Further, her obituary credits James' death to Mary's decline in health.
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Mary E. Reed

Name: Mary Elizabeth per Find A Grave website.
Born: June 23, 1779 in Pennyslvania

Parents: Unknown

Siblings: Unknown

Husband: Johannes Ried

Children: Solomon, Susan, Michael Richard, Elizabeth,
Sarah, Christina, George Michael (per Find A Grave
website)

Died: January 4, 1848

Buried: Four Mile House Cemetery, Sandusky, Ohio
Occupation: Unknown

There is not much information about Mary Elizabeth. Her birth and
death dates come from her tombstone found on find a grave. No other
records are yet available or attributed to her.

The mother of George Michael (who married Elizabeth Quermyer), it
appears she was widowed at the age of 47 when her husband passed
away in 1927, As was the custom of the times, his name has been
spelled various ways including Johannes Ried and John Reed.

It appears that Mary Elizabeth traveled from Rebuck, Northumberland
County, Pennsyluania to Sandusky, Ohio to be with her son George
sometime between 1827 and 1840. George was only 20 when Johannes
died so perhaps the family already had family in Ohio. Census records
starting in 1840 show a person of Mary Elizabeth's age and sex living
with George and his family. Records have nat yet been found that
would shed light on whether any of other children also went to Ohio.

Upon her death, she was buried in Four Mile House Cemetery where
many descendants would also go on to be buried.

The "Elizabeth Cup" was a gift from Mother to
Elizabeth (Qvermyer) Reed. It is assumed that
Catharine Binckley Overmyer gave her the cup
or it could have been her mother-in-law, Mary
E. Reed. Itis very possible her middle name was
Elizabeth which Find A Grave website states.

The cup passed to "Aunt Becky" which could
have been a nickname for Elizabeth. Given the
number of Elizabeths in the family, it is unclear
who she is. Eventually, Elizabeth's daughter,
Mary Elizabeth Reed Rafferty, obtained the cup.
It then went to daughter Margaret Elizabeth
Rafferty Bruner, Margaret Elizabeth Bruner
Koontz Uithoven, Mary Ellen Koontz Crawford
Malmgren, Katheleen Mary Crawford Wilson,
and is currently held by Margaret Elizabeth
Wilson O'Brien. The date of the cup is unclear,
but it likely originates between 1850-1880.
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Nickname: Susan
Born: October 28, 1843 in Lindsey, Sandusky, Ohio
Parents: Christian Auxter and Maria Anna Siegenthaler
Siblings: William, Henry, Elizabeth, Margaret, Sarah,
David, Daniel, Caroline, John
Husband: Charles Bruner; Samuel Kuns
Children: Honoria, Harry, Charles, Carrie, Daniel
Died: August 28, 1928 in Fremont, Sandusky, Ohio
Buried: Harris-Elmore Cemetery, Elmore, Ohio
Occupation: homemaker, farmer

\When she was 30, her husb
leaving her d widow with 5
Life must have been quite t
years after being widowed,
Samuel Kuns who had two
unclear if this was a marria
survival which sometimes ¢
Or it could have been a ma
Interestingly, her second ht
Quermyer which is found e
although no biclogical rela
author could be distantly r

In her mother's obituary or
mentioned that "Susanna’
care. [t is unclear how long
As was customary for the
Susan's legal name was S
obituary is the only referer

When Susan passed, her:
being "one of the oldest ar
the county whose death u
appears she made g Posit
Community,

Susan Auxter Bruner Kuns is on the porchiin back.
Granddaughter Maggie is front left




e fifth of ten children on October 28, 1843 in
E‘r)\;‘séi; Ohio, Susan lived in Sandusky County, Ohio
her entire life. At some point later in er,_she owned 40
acres outside of the village of Antwerp in Carryall
Township next to herson and daughter-in-law, Hon_"y
and Margaret Bruner. (Carryall Township is Ioaned in
Paulding County which is in West Ohio quite a distance
away.) Her 40 acres was eventually combined with
their 40 acres, perhaps after her death. Her obituary
states she lived in Sandusky County her entire life. It is
unclear how often she visited with her son and
daughter-in-law. The picture to the left shows her with
her granddaughter who lived in Carryall Township. It's
unknown where this picture was taken.

When she was 30, her husband Charles passed away
leaving her a widow with 5 children, the oldest being 12.
Life must have been quite the challenge, and a few
years after being widowed, she was remarried to
Samuel Kuns who had two children of his own. It is
unclear if this was a marriage of convenience and
survival which sometimes occurred during those times.
Or it could have been a match of friends and love,
Interestingly, her second husband's mother was an
Overmyer which is found elsewhere in the family tree
although no biological relation to Susan. It appears the
author could be distantly related to Samuel Kuns.

In her mather's obituary on the following pages, it is
mentioned that "Susanna” provided diligent and loving
care, Itis unclear how long Susan cared for her mother.
As was customary for the times, it is unknown if
Susan's legal name was Susanna or Susan. The
obituary is the only reference to the former.

When Susan passed, her obituary referenced her as
being "one of the oldest and best known residents of
the county whose death will be widely mourned?” [t

Aappears she made a positive impression on her
community.

FREMONT WOMAN

Mrs, Susan Kuns, 84, widow of
Samuel Kuns, died Tuesday after-
noon at 2:30 o'clock, at the home of
her daughter, Mra. 8. E. Lantz, 903
Ewing street, of old age complica-
tions,

The funeral will be held at Grace
Lutheran church Thursday after-
noon, at 1:30, conducted by the Rev.
W. E. Tressel, D. D, with burial
following in the cemetery at El-
more.

Susan Auxter was born in Lind-
sey on October 28, 1848, a

of Christian Auxter, early ploneers
of Sandusky county. She was mar-
ried the first time to Charles Bru-
ner, who died while they resided at
.| Elmore, and several years following
/|she was married to Charles Kuns,
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e

| Who dled 17 years

ago.
Mrs. Kuns s survived by five

| ehildren, Mre, 8. B Lantz, Mrs.

Ivan Fought, Mrs, W. Waonacott of
Fremont; Harry Bruner of Ant-
werp; Daniel Bruner of Elmore;
and two step-children, Samuel Kuns
mont.
‘!'hcu_ are. 18 grandchildren and 1§
great-grandch

Mrs. K
Wwas the last of ten children, o
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DIES OF OLD AGE

Fremont Daily News ‘
8/29/1928
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Far Right: tombstone of Sarah Elizabeth
Koontz Compton (more information on
next page)

Right: tombstone of her mother, Amelia.

When traveling around Fort Wayne, it is unclear where Minnie
may have lived. The censuses from that time provide
addresses; however, it is uncertain if the addresses remain the
same. Additionally, there have been significant floods in Fort
Wayne which may have caused changes in street numbering

and or naming.

Minnie's parents, Charles and Lora, appear to have moved to
Colorado at some point. Their daughter Berta appeared to also
have moued there. Documents are fuzzy on the details.




Sarah Elizabeth Hults Koontz

Nickname: Sarah or Elizabeth or Lizzie

Born: September 9, 1844 in Burlington County, New Jersey
P.are.nts: Brewer Hultz and Amelia Pramer

Siblings: Mary. Theodore, Franklin, Isaac, half siblings
Tabitha and John

Husband: Samuel Koons and Isaac Compton

Children: William and Frank

Died: September 14, 1900 in Richland Township, Whitley
County, Indiana

Buried: Booneville Cemetery, Whitley County, Indiana
Occupation: homemaker, farming

—— g——

Sarah Elizabeth Hults was born September 9,1844 in N
oldest child of what would be 7 children, It is unclegr thLw Ji
family to Indiana and when they came although it uppezl.l.)
in Indiana sometime between 1850 and 1864. While in ‘ndl»s
census listed her father, Brewer, as a farmer. Bug in the |85I((l}n§' the 879
census, he was listed as a laborer while in the Kansas cengy, CW Jersey
listed @ painter. He eventually died in Kansas where he had I?ES. he. wag.
second wife. Sarah's mother, Amelia, died at age 44 o 45 ;)AE&‘ With hig
1969 when Sarah was 24. 210 Mareh of

ersgg. the
TOUght hep
they gy Ve

On July 28, 1864 at the age of 19, Sarah Elizabeth married Samue|
Koons who was born 39 years before her. (Intarestinglg, Sarah's
step-mother was over 30 years younger than Sarah's father) él\on{
after on September 1, 1864, she gave birth to her san, Willigm, Given :Jhe

JHBE o s J
timeline of events and the age gap, it is likely that this was not o "courtin

From the 1860 census records, it appears Samuel was still living with
his adult siblings in the family home in Richmond, Wayne. County,
Indiana. and worked as a carpenter It is unclear what brought him to
Whitley County where he married Sarah.

The 1870 census shows them living in Whitley County and lists Sarah
as "Elizabeth’. It also lists five year old William as illegitimate. It is
unclear why he was listed that way as Sarah Elizabeth and Samuel
were married at the time of the birth. Maybe the census taker had a
distinct impression of the situation or Samuel was unhappy. The 1880
census shows her as a widow and lists her as Sarah. No mention is
made of William's illegitimacy.

Sarah died September 14,
1900 and is buried in
Booneville Cemetery near
her mother, Amelia. Online
records have incorrectly
stated her burial as

Most of the area's smaller
cemeteries lack signs.

Note: these photos were
found on ancestry in
another member's file
(Klage Family Tree) and
attributed to Sarah.

The photo at the
immediate left s believed
to be Sarah with her2nd
husband [saac.
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Belua Irene Bronson was born April 9, 1893 to George and Ida
(Rokely) Bronson in Stevensville, Michigan. In 1911, she would
marry Frank Crawford Sr. They would have eight children
with Richard being number six. She would pass on June 20,
1978, Her parents, husband and she are all buried at Hope
Cemetery in Texas Township. In fact, many Bronson,
Crawford, and Harris family members are buried there.

Belva Irene Bronson Crawford

Itis believed the older woman is a picture of Belua Irene,
the mother to Richard Crawford

Ida Bell Rokely Bronson

Born May 17, 1869 in Berrien County, Ida Bell spent the first part
of her life in this area. Based upon an oral history of her mother,
it appears that her early life was very difficult. The fourth of five
children to Joseph Rokely and Catherine Brightup, it is unclear
who raised her although a reference was made that the
younger children lived with whomeuver would take them. There
was also a mention of abuse including being treated as
servants.

Married to George Bronson July 25, 1890 at the age of 2], it
appears they lived in Berrien County. The 1910 census shows
them living in Kalamazoo County's Texas Township where they
both would ultimately be buried. Itis believed they are the first
Bronsons and Rokelys buried there. When George passed
away, his death certificate shows him living in Schoolcraft
Township while Ida's death certificate shows her living in Brady
Township.

It is believed that Ida and George had four children. Only
daughter Belva is easily found in genealogy documents.



Catherine Sophie Breithaupt Rokely

From an unknown source on Ancestry:

Catherine Sophie Breithaupt was born in Tuscarawas County, Ohio, in 1839. She married
Joseph Rokely in abour 1858, Life on their farm near Millburg, Michigan was not easy for
Catherine. Joseph would see that the annual crops were planted and harvested, and then he
would travel around the country leaving Catherine to take care of the farm and family.

When Joseph Jr. was fourteen years old and Alvin, the youngest, was two, Catherine died. A
copy of the letter John Breithaupt wrote his brother, Charles, about Catherine's death is
included.

Following Catherine's death, Joseph abandoned his family. The two older boys made their
own way the best they could while the younger children lived with any family who would take
them. Some were mistreated and used as servants in households. The five brothers and sisters
became separated and had no contact with each other until they became adults and
eventually located each other.

Gertrude Harris !
Most of the descendants of this family remained living in Michigan, as of the late 1960's. Libertg Hub

Editor's note: it is hard to find information on Catherine and her husband, Joseph. Believed to
have immigrated from Germany, it appears he remarried shortly after her death. Also,
Catherine's last name has had multiple spellings including Brightup.

. Born July 4, of 1834 to Jarmes and Elnor (Deloymple) Swift in Ohio, she married
Susann(lh Swlft Bronson Lyman Bronson on September 26, 1852, It is unclear when she moved to
Michigan, but census records inidicate a stop in Van Buren County before
moving to Lincoln Township in Berrien County, Michigan. But once she moved
to Lincoln, all government records suggest she lived here for the remainder of
her life. The 1900 census shows her and her husband living with son Cory.
Susannah's parents came from New York (father) and New Jersey (mother)
while her husband's family came from Connecticut. It is believed she had
seven siblings. There is little information on her family,

The name Bronson has been spelled Brunson, Brownson and Bronson. There
are likely other spelling variations. Bronsons were proliferate in southwest
Michigan at this time and figured prominently in Berrien, Branch and
Kalamazoo counties. Her son, George, who married Ida Rokely, moved to
Kalamazoo County at some point and was buried there, Likewise, Susannah's
name has many variations including Susan, Susana, Susanah, and Susannah.
Common spelling had not yet taken hold, and often, record keepers spelled the
name as they saw fit. Additionally, descendants often did not know how to
spell names. It is likely that Susannah's mother's name has a different spelling.

While Susanah's obituary mentions seven children, census and other

government records have only identified five children. It is possible that her
other two children died at very young ages.

Gertrude ang 3rd husband, B
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Left: Gertrude at 86 years old, shortly before her death

Gertrude Harris Crawfor

Liberty Hubbard

Gertrude and 3rd husband, Bert Hubbard

Gertrude Harris, William James Crawford, Irene Crawford-Miley, Lanny, Paris

Born December 22, 1867 in St. Joseph, Michigan to Uriah and Helen (Knapp) Harris, she was
one of twelue children. It appears she lived her entire life in Michigan, mostly in the
Kalamazoo area including Texas Township, City of Kalamazoo and Schooleraft Township. A
d newspaper clipping of her first marriage calls her "Gertie".

At the age of 16, she married William. It is unclear if they had their oldest son, William, prior to
their marriage or shortly after. Census records show William as the oldest child although his
birth date in other records have various dates ranging cver a 5 year period. It is possible that
the birth dates for William and second child Walter are wrong. There is a five year and 3
month gap from marriage until birth of 3rd child Nellie allowing for the birth of tweo sens.

While the marriage of Gertrude and William appeared rocky, they had 8 kids: 2 daughters,
6 sons. One daughter, Mabel, died relatively young at the age of 26. Below is a newspaper
clipping about the abuse that William heaped upon his family. He literally whipped his

e v s, family over daughter Nellie hanging out

EALAMAZ00 BY. A
eaasne el siving her » wri®  with a boy. Regardless if it was true or
wirl's part, Crawford also gave

Lk
nuuw" .I PUT e o the W Wittt not, Gertrude and two of their sons

ap |2 scens of ihe assault,
HI“ un “lE Pl" SRR T attempted to defend Nellie as she was
R G m :._ I: e ::': severely beaten. When Gertrude filed for
Poor Old Man Did Up the E.%E;"ﬁw%ﬁm diverce 8 years later in 1914, she cited
ml..rmuy. - W = non-support and cruelty as the reasons.
usesm—‘_" ONDAUGHTER ?.’ﬂ:. "E';"'“?"‘ 3 ,., .,..“': _?': Seven months later, the divorce was

HIGH SCHOOL.

granted. When filling out an Indiana
application for her next marriage, she
stated her first husband had died in
1906, the same year as the whipping
incident, Her signature on the marriage
application is a mark in the form of X.

Shortly after her divorce was granted,
she married Lewis Liberty who died
twenty eight years later leaving her a
widow. At the age of 75, she married
(Albert) Bert Hubbard, and they spent 8
years together before his death.
Gertrude died at the age of 86 on
October 3, 1954,
















